
 

WATERBURY (October 9, 

2015) - Governor Dannel P. 
Malloy named Jahana Hayes, a 
social studies teacher at John F. 
Kennedy High School, the 2016 

Connecticut Teacher of the 
Year at a special ceremony at 
the school. The event was at-

tended by family, colleagues, 
state and local dignitaries, and 
several hundred Kennedy High 

students, who loudly cheered 
when Mrs. Hayes entered the 
room and again when the formal 

announcement was made.  

 
For more information, 
please turn to page 5. 
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Every year Waterbury Public School 
students celebrate Hispanic Heritage 
with song, dance, poetry, essays, and 
student projects. In addition to school-
centered events and activities, the dis-
trict hosts a program that highlights a 
sampling of student work from several 
different schools.  

District Celebration 
This year’s district event, “Hispanics: A 
Legacy of History, a Present of Action, 
and a Future of Success,” was no differ-
ent, with choral performances by Cros-
by High School and Chase School stu-
dents, dance performances by Crosby 
High School, Wilby High School and 

Article continued on page 4. 



Other News  

United Way Campaign Features Student Song 
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 GREAT JOB!!!  
At a kick off breakfast earlier in 
September, the United Way 
revealed the highly anticipated 
“A Hand Up” campaign music 
video. The video features the 
song “A Hand Up” with lyrics 
and lead vocals by WAMS 
Graduate, Gerald Mullings and 
music by WAMS student Myles 
LaBarre. After the video was 
premiered, WAMS student, 
Nera Cambrelen joined Ger-
ald & Myles for a live perfor-
mance of the song which 
brought the crowd to their feet 
with a standing ovation!!  

Football legend Mike Ditka visited Crosby High School in December after he 
heard from a colleague at ESPN about the great efforts the Crosby football team 
made when they attended the Safe Haven domestic violence event. The entire 
football team literally stood up in support of putting an end to domestic violence.  
He was so impressed with the story that he wanted to meet with the team and 
share his family’s domestic violence story with them. 

Four parent representatives from Waterbury Public Schools were invited to at-
tend a ParentCampUSA at the U.S. Department of Education. In Washington. 
The four, LaTeena Bartee, Rubis Collado, Angela Holmes and Gladys Wright, 
participated in several different workshop sessions designed to help deepen 
parent engagement.  



School and Staff Honors  
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Health and Physical Education Supervisor Joe Gorman received the CT Associa-
tion for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance (CTAHPERD) Profes-
sional Service Award for meritorious service to the profession in October. He also 
received the CT Association for Health, Physical  Education, Recreation and 
Dance (CTAHPERD) Outstanding Program Award on behalf of the Waterbury 
School Health and Wellness Advisory Council, also in October. 

 

Kennedy High School English teacher Alena Cybart-Persenaire received a 
“Special Recognition Advisor” award from the Dow Jones News Fund for her 
work with the Kennedy High School student newspaper, “The Eagle Flyer.” The 
newspaper has won 65 awards for its student journalism since 2004, when Mrs. 
Cybart-Persenaire took over.  

 

Six schools were recognized for the attendance of their School Governance 
Council members at the SGC Annual Back to School Breakfast. The schools had 
80% or better attendance from  members, which include parents, staff and com-
munity representatives. The six are: Carrington, Duggan, Gilmartin, Hopeville, 
West Side Middle and Crosby High School.  

 

The dedication of the Coach Nick Augelli Court at Crosby High School took place 
on November 9th. Coach Augelli’s accomplishments include 45 years of coach-
ing, over 600 wins, and 10 Naugatuck Valley league titles.  

Strive Together Sustaining Partnership 
 
Waterbury’s Bridge to Success Community Partnership was recognized as a 
Strive Together Sustaining Partnership, one of just a few such partnerships 
across the United States.  This follows on the heels of a 2014 recognition as 
an “Emerging Partnership” from the same organization.  
 
Bridge to Success is a community partnership representing more than 90 lo-
cal non-profit organizations. BTS specifically focuses on a “cradle to career” 
approach to assure that Waterbury’s youth receive the nourishment and en-
couragement they need to succeed as adults.   



Hispanic Heritage (continued)  
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Wallace Middle School students, and individual presentations by students from 
throughout the district.  
Poster contest winners for this year were all from Waterbury Career Academy. They 
are: Argenis Herrera, first place; Jayda Benjamin, second place; and Shynia Moore, 
third place.  

Salsa Lessons  
Several schools, including Maloney Magnet, Jonathan Reed School, and Regan 
School, offered salsa dance lessons to families. Students, staff and family members 
laughed as they tried to learn the steps. Refreshments were served after the hour les-
son.  

History of Hispanic Month 
National Hispanic Heritage Month is celebrated from September 15 to October 15 
each year. The observation began as National Hispanic Heritage Week in 1968. It was 
expanded to a month-long celebration twenty years later.  
September 15th is an important day for many Hispanics because it marks the anniver-
sary of independence for Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicara-
gua. Mexico celebrates its independence day on September 16th, and Chile celebrates 
its independence day on September 18th.  In addition, Columbus Day, or Dia de la Ra-
za, is celebrated on October 12th.   

DRIGGS SCHOOL:  
Drigg's Latin Dance Night. Mr. Caldron was a great instructor, kept the night fun and 
exciting. A total of about 60 parents and students participated. The school included 
a special shout-out to Mrs. Arroyo, who went above and beyond.    



Connecticut Teacher of the Year (continued) 
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The selection was made after an intense site visit. Members of the CT State 

Teacher of the Year Selection Committee not only visited the school and spoke 
to staff, they also observed Mrs. Hayes in the classroom and spoke to both par-

ents and students.  
 

Students and staff worked very hard to show their support for Mrs. Hayes dur-
ing the site visit. Banners decorated windows outside the school, and bulletin 
boards declared why Mrs. Hayes should be considered Connecticut’s Teacher of 

the Year.  

 
Mrs. Hayes was honored at the annual Teacher of the Year Recognition Cere-
mony in Hartford in November. She will now represent the state of Connecticut 

in the National Teacher of the Year competition.  



Brief Stories From Around the District  
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Rwandan Visitors 
Ms. Buerkle, principal of Wilby High 
School, along with Ms. Petti’s Public 
Speaking class and Ms. Marabello’s Con-
temporary Issues class welcomed very 
special visitors from Rwanda.  These 
young visionaries work together on an 
international project called idebate.  They 
shared the impact of the Rwandan Geno-
cide on the lives of their families and 
communities and their work in Rwanda.  
They focused on ways debate has helped 
the youth gain confidence, create dia-
logue, see the world and most important-
ly to inspire others with their stories!   The 
team was hosted by Taft School and 
came to Wilby to share their vision and 
enthusiasm with the Wildcats!   

Fourth and fifth graders at Maloney Magnet 
School participated in the school’s 14th 
annual International Student Education 
Conference on Tuesday. Parents and staff 
created presentations on such topics as 
Albanian Culture, Origami, Cartoons of My 
Country, Poland, Irish Dancing and more. 
Each student selected four presentations 
he or she wished to visit.  



Brief Stories (continued) 
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Middle and high school students had a wonderful opportunity to attend the annu-
al STEM / Advanced Manufacturing and Technology Expo held at the Coco Key 
Water Resort. Students from all of our high schools and middle schools began 
their visit with a presentation on drones offered by the co-owners of SKYVUE, 
LLC, a company that creates video with drones for commercial use, including 
music videos, action sports events, and real estate companies. The two also 
serve as instructors with NJ Drone School. Students then toured the expo and 
learned about job opportunities with local manufacturers such as Cly-Del, Brax-
ton Manufacturing, Platt Brothers, Ulbrich Stainless Steels and Specialty Metals, 
Click Bond Inc., Traver IDC, and UniMetal Surface Finishing  



 

GLI Scholars Produce Tons of Food 
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This past summer, several students participating in the Global Lead-
ership Institute with Taft School served as interns in a service project 
with Brass City Harvest. By July, the GLI Scholars had produced and 
harvested more than 1,000 pounds of fresh, Waterbury-grown pro-
duce and delivered all of it to local soup kitchen and food banks.  
They were on track to producing a total of 5,000 pounds by the end of 
the summer.   
 
During the summer, students farmed a small plot of land as well as 
worked on a hydroponic garden for Brass City Harvest. They also 
cared for fish they raised in tanks as babies. One morning alone at 
the North Main Street Farm, Christian, Mohamed and Brennan picked 
eighty pounds of squash and cucumbers plus kale to deliver to a local 
soup kitchen within an hour of harvest.  
 
With the end of summer now on the horizon, the GLI Scholars decid-
ed to sustain their work by producing a five minute video to recruit 
other students beyond the GLI internship to work with Brass City Har-
vest, Waterbury’s own urban farm.  The GLI Scholars planned the 
story line and visuals, filmed themselves and edited the story to show 
on the GLI site.  The video includes information on the growth of 



GLI Scholars (continued)  
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Brass City Harvest through the years, how much healthy food 
Brass City Harvest produces and donates to the community every 
year, and how students working with the Brass City Harvest them-
selves grow during the course of their internship experience.   
 
The Global Leadership Institute marks an exciting collaboration be-
tween Taft School and the Waterbury school district. Thanks to a 
grant and a generous partnership with Taft School, selected Taft 
and Waterbury high school students come together to study global 
issues and develop strong leadership skills. Students must apply to 
the two-year program as sophomores. If accepted, students attend 
an orientation program, then attend monthly meetings where they 
participate in teambuilding exercises and diversity leadership work-
shops. Students then select a summer internship as a service pro-
ject. In their second year of the program, students choose a global 
issue of interest to them and develop and complete a Global Lead-
ership Project. Not only do the students research the issue, they 
must write about their project, consider possible solutions to the 
issue, and present the information before a panel of judges.  
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Cross Country City Championship Meet  

North End won the boys event.  
Wallace won the girls event.  
Alex Brites from West Side finished first! 



Page 11 Vol. XVII, Issue 1 

The Wilson School chorus surprised Ed Mascolo, NEJ, Inc. Founder & Presi-
dent, along with his employees at the NEJ, Inc. facility in late November.   “Our 
Chorus did a tremendous job in continuing to build our positive community in-
volvement with our NEJ corporate partner,” enthused Principal Jennifer Rosser.  
 
The Wilson School Choir decided to surprise Mr. Mascolo and his staff to show 
their gratitude for all they do for the school. NEJ, Inc. has been a partner for 
several years and has helpoed the school fund numerous improvement pro-
jects.  
 
The students sang holiday songs. While employees gathered and listened ap-
preciatively.  Following the concert, Mr. Mascolo confided that he is committed 
to helping improve the school’s playground as the company’s next project.       

Wilson School Chorus Visits Benefactor 
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FBSC Brings Turkeys to Families at Duggan 

The FBSC celebrated their 18th year of existence this year. The group of motorcycle 
enthusiasts are based primarily in the greater Waterbury area. The club is made up of 
men who strive to give 250% to their community by helping those in need, and they 
are given great assistance from their significant others as well. They are only able to 
do this through the generosity of the community itself and are happy to be the vessel 
through which they do it. 
 The Turkey Run itself began 4 years ago and has grown each and every year. In 
2014 the run was able to provide complete Thanksgiving meals to 20 families in 
need. In addition, 140 turkeys were donated to civic organizations like the Waterbury 
Police Athletic League and the Wolcott Senior Center, both of whom provide meals to 
the needy through the holidays. The food donated during the 2014 Turkey Run fed 
over 1400 people. 2015 is already shaping up to provide for even more. There is 
even a little something thrown in to help with Christmas and Santa has something 
special for the children in the families. 
Participants at the run experience the emotional day by personally handling and de-
livering food items to those in need of a little help, and most come away having their 
heart touched in an indescribable way. After the run food and festivities are provided 
by Mike Pronovost at the Shamrock Pub in Waterbury.  The day is a great time for all. 
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Brass City Cooks! meets weekly at 
the Waterbury Health Department for 
healthy cooking and nutrition lessons, 
thanks to a grant from the Harvard 
Pilgrim HealthCare Foundation. The 
lessons are held Mondays, 11 am-
12:30 pm, and are a great opportunity 
to learn, socialize and enjoy a deli-
cious new dish. To learn more about 
the lessons, contact Brass City Har-
vest at 203-759-7171. 

Wilby High School Culinary Arts stu-
dents Nadesia Belcher, Courtney 
Wade, Kyle Green, and Chris Hoyte 
prepare today’s  healthy, low cost and 
delicious recipe – a Breakfast Burri-
to.  In today’s class, the students sub-
stituted sauteed broccoli florets for red 
bell pepper, and cut out the sour 
cream and avocado for an even 
healthier dish. 

Breakfast Burrito 
Total Time: 38 min 

Prep: 25 min 

Cook: 13 min 

 
Yield: 4 servings, serving size 1 burri-

to 

Level:  Easy 

 
  

Ingredients 

2 teaspoons canola oil 

1/2 small red onion, diced (1 cup) 

1 red bell pepper, seeded and diced 
1 cup drained, rinsed canned black 

beans, preferably low-sodium 

1/4 teaspoon chili flakes 

Salt and freshly ground black pepper 

4 eggs and 4 egg whites 
1/3 cup (about 1 1/2-ounce) shred-

ded pepper Jack cheese 

Cooking spray 
4 (10-inch) whole-wheat tortillas 

(burrito-size) 

1/4 cup reduced-fat sour cream 

1/4 cup salsa 
1 large tomato, (4 ounces) seeded 

and diced 

1 small avocado (4 ounces), cubed 

Hot sauce 

 
Directions 

Heat the canola oil in a large nonstick 
skillet over a medium-high heat. 

Cook the onions and peppers until 
onions are softened and peppers are 

slightly charred, about 8 minutes. 
Add black beans and red pepper 

flakes and cook until warmed 
through, another 3 minutes. Season 

with salt and pepper and transfer to a 

dish. 

Whisk together the eggs and egg 

whites then stir in the cheese. Spray 
the skillet with cooking spray, and 

reheat the skillet over a medium 
heat. Reduce heat to low and add 

eggs, scrambling until cooked 
through, about 3 minutes. Spread 

each tortilla with 1 tablespoon each 
sour cream and salsa, then layer with 

1/4 of the black bean mixture, 1/4 of 
the scrambled eggs, some diced to-
mato and 1/4 of the avocado. Season, 

to taste, with hot sauce. Roll up bur-

rito-style and serve. 

Brass City Cooks! 

http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/canola-oil/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/onion/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/red-pepper-flakes/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/red-pepper-flakes/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/tortilla/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/avocado/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/sauce/index.html
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North End Middle School students Kennett Olmedo, Martha Gibson 
and Amy Mannix pose with their new backpacks as David Perry, Wells 
Fargo branch manager and Adrianna Quinones.  

Wells Fargo Donates Backpacks to North End 

Middle School Students For Start of  School 

Longtime COO and Chief of Staff Paul Guidone Retires  

Mayor Neil M. O’Leary presented a key to the city to Paul Guidone 
(center) at a retirement celebration, as State Representative Selim 
Noujaim looked on.  


